December 2021

Christmas operating times
Swan Hill Library will be closing at 3pm on Friday, 24 December and reopening at 10am on Tuesday, 4 January. Robinvale Library will close at
1pm on Thursday, 23 December and re-open at 2pm on Wednesday, 5
January.

Inside this issue

Don’t be caught without a book to read through the holiday period. You
are welcome to borrow extra items. No items will be due for return during
the time the library is closed.
If you are going away, the loan period for items can be extended - just ask
one of our friendly library staff members. Items can also be returned in the
after-hours chute while the library is closed.
You can renew your items online. Another option is to ring the library on
5036 2480 or email us at: library@swanhill.vic.gov.au including your
name and library card number.
Please clearly leave your name, library card number and a message to
renew your books.

Library staff would like to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year!
See you in 2022.
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Please note:
Proof of Covid-19 double
vaccination for 12 years
and 2 months and over is
required to enter the
Swan Hill & Robinvale
libraries.

Coming soon
Mercy
David Baldacci
Autopsy
Patricia Cornwell
Wish you were here
Jodi Picoult
Colonial Son
Peter Watt
The Midnight Lock
Jeffrey Deaver

BorrowBox e-audiobook of the month
An Almost Perfect Christmas
Nina Stibbe

‘My mother is not a foodie. But for as
long as I can remember, once a
year, she becomes possessed of a
profound and desperate need to
serve up a perfect roast turkey.
Faced with a walk into the village
though, she might think 'oh, f*** it'
and decide to get a frozen one from
Bejams on the 23rd and leave it to
defrost in the downstairs toilet for not
quite 48 hours.'
From perennially dry turkeys to
Christmas pudding fires, from the
round robin code of conduct to the
risks and rewards of re-gifting, An
Almost Perfect Christmas is an ode
to the joy and insanity of the most
wonderful time of the year.

‘This work is a light-hearted and

lightweight collection of articles and
stories about Christmas...duly
sentimental, but the keen sense of the
ridiculous saves the tales from being
mawkish.’ - The Irish Times

Featured BorrowBox Christmas eBooks

The Prodigal Sister
Darry Fraser
Dark hours
Michael Connelly
Never
Ken Follett
Deception Creek
Fleur McDonald

Download from the Library’s website
or the FREE BorrowBox app. Download or
‘borrow’ up to six e-audiobooks and six ebooks at a time, for three weeks.
Remember an early return increases your
available loans immediately and reserves
count as loans.

Find out what’s happening at the Library

Visit library.swanhill.vic.gov.au
or like us on Facebook!
Very special
Christmas!
Anna Jacobs

Get the LIBRARIES VICTORIA app
Your library anytime, anywhere!
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New! uLibrary e-audiobooks of the month
Marrying Simone
Anna Jacobs
In Australia, Simone has been widowed
for 4 years and is ready to make a more
interesting life.
Her friends are driving her mad
introducing her to eligible men; her busy
daughters are just the opposite, wanting
her available for baby-sitting. When she
is offered a house swap with a couple in
the UK she takes it, not without some
trepidation.
In the UK Ross has just taken
possession of his new house and wants
only peace and quiet after a few months
of rehab following a serious injury. Can
these two help one another avoid
meddling friends and relatives, and
build new lives?
About the author:
Anna Jacobs is the author of eighty
novels and is addicted to storytelling.
She grew up in Lancashire, emigrated
to Australia in the 1970s and writes
stories set in both countries.

Book Chat
Open to people aged
16 years and over, the
Book Chat group
meets at the Library
every second
Wednesday of the
month, 7pm-8.30pm.
New members are
welcome!

Knitter Knatters
Every Tuesday
morning from 10am12pm.
Knit, crochet, sew &
chat!
The Knitter Knatter
group will be having a
short break over the
Christmas / New Year
period.

Genies

LIBBY eMagazines. Read the latest issues online!

Closing at 3pm on
Thursday 9 December
& re-opening at 10am
on Tuesday 1
February, 2022.

Toy Library
The last day for returns
is Saturday 11
December.

Re-opening on Friday 4
February 2022.
For more information
call Sharyn McCann on
0427 847486
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Handmade library
bags for sale
If you need an idea for
a Christmas gift, how
about a handmade
library bag? We have
an assortment of bags
for sale in a variety of
bright colours and
patterns.

Local history books for sale
Need an idea for a Christmas gift? How about a local history book? The
Swan Hill Library currently has several local history titles for sale, ranging
from $3 to $35 (cash only please).

Bags are only $4 each,
with all proceeds going
to the Australian
Cancer Council.
A huge thank you to
our wonderful library
patrons who donated
their time and spare
material to make these
lovely bags for our
customers. And they're
so handy you can use
them for more library
books!

Large print VISION calendars for sale
Swan Hill Library is selling
Vision Australia’s Large Print
2022 calendars and Extra
Large Print calendars, for
$22 each (cash only), while
stocks last.

They make a great Christmas
present! Please get in early as
the calendars are selling fast.
Sorry, we are unable to put
calendars aside for you.
Please pick up from Swan Hill
Library.
All proceeds go to Vision
Australia.
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We are excited to announce the launch our new Seed Library!
What is a Seed Library? It’s a place where you can borrow or drop in seeds to get your garden
or someone else’s started or add to your existing garden. Choose up to 3 packets of vegies,
herbs or flowers. Enjoy watching your plants grow and when they go to seed, collect the seeds
and drop some back into the library for others to enjoy.
Murray Valley Bearings & Home Hardware has kindly donated seeds to start our Seed Library
and if you have seeds to spare, donations will be gratefully accepted.
Our Seed Library is FREE to use and we aim to make it self-sustaining through donations from
the local community.
Launch details:
Monday 6 December, 3pm
Swan Hill Library
Our Seed Library launch is being supported by Food for All with a series of free online webinars
from Sustainable Gardening Australia. These webinars are aimed at helping the community to
grow their own food through sharing tips, tricks and practical gardening skills. Some of the
webinars will also be available for viewing at the Swan Hill Library – bookings are preferred but
not essential. Call the library on 50362480 to book or for more information.

Webinar details:


Wednesday, 1 December at 7pm - Attracting Bees and Butterflies to Your Garden



Wednesday, 8 December at 7pm – Building Healthy Soil for Garden Health



Thursday, 16 December at 10.30am - Water Smart Gardening

Planning to watch the webinars at home ? Please register through Eventbrite - search
‘Planting the Seed’.
When registering, please take note of the workshop number and date as the workshops all have
different themes. If you have difficulties registering, please give the library a call on 5036 2480
and we can assist you.
Page 6
Page 6

Last Storytimes for 2021
The last Baby Rhyme Time session at the Swan Hill Library for 2021 will be
on Friday, 17 December at 10.30am.
The last Move and Groove session at the Swan Hill Library for 2021 will be
on Wednesday, 22 December at 10.30am.

STORYTIMES
JANUARY 2022
Swan Hill Library:
Move and Groove

Christmas Storytime

10.30am on
Wednesday 5, 12 and
19 January.

Join us for a special Christmas Storytime at the Swan Hill Library. Starting
at the earlier time of 10am, we will be reading Christmas stories and
singing Christmas carols.

Baby Rhyme Time

Santa Claus will make a brief stopover on his trip around Australia and is
looking forward to seeing lots of local children getting into the Christmas
spirit!

Saturday Storytime
*Resuming in February
2021. Keep an eye on
our Facebook page or
website for details.

We’ve put together some fun Christmas craft packs for children to take
home and make their own Christmas decorations.
When:

Saturday, 18 December

Time:

Starting at the earlier time of 10am

Cost:

FREE!

10.30am on Friday 7,
14, 21 and 28 January.

A big thank you to our
wonderful Storytime
volunteers and Council
staff who have
conducted Saturday
Storytime sessions in
person or online
throughout 2021:

Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult.
Bookings are essential. For more information or to book your place
contact the library on 5036 2480. Proof of double vaccination is
required for 12 years and 2 months and over, to enter the Library.

Jan, Nic, Helen, Rita,
Alison, Michelle, Brian,
Denise, Renita

Robinvale Library:
Storytime:
The last Storytime for
2021 will be 10.30 am
on Thursday 23
December.

January school holiday activities

Come along to hear
some Christmas
stories and take home
a fun Christmas craft
pack!

See page 8 for some of the fun school
holiday activities coming up!
Keep an eye on the Library’s Facebook
page and website
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au for further
updates on the holiday program.

lil-

Storytime will resume
at 10.30 am on
Thursday 6 January
2022.
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Kano Coding Club
Join our 4 week Kano Coding Club! Children will learn how to create their own
programs. You will need to attend all 4 sessions. A fun social activity!
When:

Thursday, 6,13, 20 & 27 January

Time:

3pm - 4pm

for:

Children aged 10-15

Cost:

FREE

Limited places. Bookings essential.

Wigglebots
Join in this fun workshop as we make our very own Wigglebot! Children will
learn simple electronics to make their Wigglebot draw patterns as it wiggles
across the page!
When:

Monday 10 January

Time:

3pm - 4pm

for:

Children aged 8+

Cost:

FREE

Limited places. Bookings essential.

Covid safe measures are in place including proof of double
vaccination for 12 years and 2 months and over. Please check on
current requirements when booking your children into any activities.

Super Sphero Fun
Join us in this fun tech session with the Sphero SPRK+. Children will navigate a
maze using simple code to make the Sphero talk, move and change colours!
When:

Tuesday 11 January

Time:

3pm - 4pm

for:

Children aged 10+

Cost:

FREE

Limited places. Bookings essential.

Folkey Dokey Puppet Show
Join CJ and his musical puppets, ‘Nigel the Crocodile’, ‘Lewis the Lion’ and
‘Roger the Monkey’ as they traverse the world teaching children about some of
the most loved folklore legends. Catchy lyrics, quick to learn dance moves - lots
of fun!
Tuesday, 18 January:
Barham

11 am - 1.45 pm

Ph: 5480 1587 to book

Moulamein

3.30 pm - 4.15 pm Ph: 5480 1702 to book

Wednesday, 19 January:
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Swan Hill

11 am to 11.45 am

Ph: 5036 2480 to book

Robinvale

3 pm to 3.45 pm

Ph: 5036 2461 to book

Branch Library news
Christmas operating times

Barham Branch will be closing from 5pm on Tuesday, 21 December
and reopening on Tuesday, 4 January at 10am.
Moulamein Branch will be closing from 6.30pm on Friday, 24
December and reopening on Tuesday, 4 January at 2pm.
Robinvale Learning & Community Hub: will be closing at 1pm on
Thursday 23 December and reopening on Wednesday, 5 January at 2pm.
Barham and Moulamein Facebook page
Like the Barham and Moulamein Library Facebook page to see what’s
happening in your library.

Robinvale Library
Holiday Program:
See page 8 for details of
the Folkey Dokey
Puppet Show coming to
the Robinvale Library on
18 January.
Keep an eye on the
Library’s Facebook
page and website
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au

for upcoming children’s
activities during the
January school
holidays.
Don’t forget to pick up
your Big Summer Read
packs!

Tracey & Rhonda from Barham Library,
Ricki from Moulamein Library and
Elissa & Toneea from the Robinvale Learning &
Community Hub, would all like to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year!

Branch operating hours:
Barham Library: Tuesday and Friday 12pm-5pm, Thursday 10am3pm, Saturday 10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5480 1587.
Mathoura Library: Located in the Mathoura Visitor & Business
Centre. Open Monday to Friday, 9am - 4pm. Phone: 1300 087 004.
Moulamein Library: Tuesday and Friday 2pm-6.30pm, Saturday
10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5480 1702.
Robinvale Learning & Community Hub: Monday and Wednesday
2pm-6pm, Thursday 9am-1pm, Saturday 10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5036
2461.
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80th Anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk display, Swan Hill Library

Swan Hill Regional Library
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au
Find us on Facebook
53 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. Victoria 3585
Phone (03) 5036 2480 Fax (03) 5036 2483
library@swanhill.vic.gov.au
This service is provided by the Swan Hill Rural City Council

